corals largely disappeared in the early Frasnian, but stromatoporoids continued strongly until the late Frasnian, when they were almost annihilated by one or more mass-extinction events. The microbes remained and flourished during the Famennian as essentially the sole surviving platform-building organisms (Playford, 1980; Fagerstrom, 1994; McGhee, 1996; Copper, 1997) .
Wood states that the exact location of the F-F boundary has not been established at Windjana Gorge. In fact, this key boundary is accurately mapped on the published 1:25 000 geological map of the gorge (Playford and Hocking, 1998) . It has been precisely located through detailed sampling and conodont analysis (Gilbert Klapper, 1992 -1998 at three places in marginal-slope deposits of the Napier Formation.
In discussing the geology of Windjana Gorge, Wood also makes the extraordinary statement that the paleoecology of the Frasnian reef margin is not well known because of its ''limited exposure and relative inaccessibility'' (p. 988). In fact, the Frasnian reef-margin and reef-flat subfacies are very well exposed and readily accessible at many localities in and near the gorge, especially at the Classic Face, where they have been examined by hundreds of geologists on national and international excursions (e.g., Playford and Cockbain, 1992) .
The Famennian reef is similarly well exposed in the lower parts of cliff faces near the western end of the Windjana Gorge, but Wood fails to recognize that those exposures are of the deepest (sponge-bearing) part of the reef, which grew in water depths of more than 50 m. Indeed, Wood's paper makes no reference to paleobathymetry, despite the importance of water-depth relationships in paleoecological analysis and the fact that such relationships are well displayed at Windjana Gorge and elsewhere. It is clear that the metazoans that survived the mass extinction were those that lived in deep water. Thus, deep-water sponges (and receptaculitids, which are often mistaken for sponges) *E-mail: p.playford@dme.wa.gov.au. survived, whereas shallow-water stromatoporoids perished (Playford, 1980; Cockbain, 1984; Rigby, 1986) . Calcimicrobes may have persisted because many forms grew over large depth ranges, from near sea level to depths of several tens of meters (Playford, 1980) . They were able to survive in deep water (i.e., more than about 50 m deep) during the crisis that extinguished most elements of the shallow-water communities. The surviving calcimicrobes could then recolonize shallow-water environments after the crisis had passed.
Curiously, Wood does not acknowledge the importance of terrigenous clastics in controlling growth of the lenticular microbial growth forms that she describes from the western part of Windjana Gorge. Each platy lens was constructed by calcimicrobes and was strongly cemented at a very early stage, before being overwhelmed by terrigenous sand. Although Wood describes these forms as ''novel'' and ''previously undocumented'' (p. 987), they had already been described and illustrated as Renalcis-Sphaerocodium-Uralinella bindstone ledges by Kerans (1985) .
Three further examples of errors in this paper are: (1) Wood attributes the Palmatolepis triangularis zone to the late Frasnian, whereas it is at the base of the Famennian; (2) she correlates the late Kellwasser event with the triangularis zone, whereas it is entirely within the linguiformis zone or uppermost gigas zone (Ziegler and Sandberg, 1990) , equivalent to the upper zone 13 (latest Frasnian) of Klapper and Becker (1999) ; and (3) her Figure 1 shows the most extensive outcrop of Famennian platform facies on the Lennard Shelf (in the Horseshoe Range) as Precambrian, while incorrectly attributing that figure to Playford (1980) . Finally, Wood's paper concludes with the enigmatic statement that ''while the cast may remain the same, the surviving players can adopt different ecological roles within the new reef community'' (p. 990). In fact, the reef-building ''cast'' did not remain the same, nor did the ''surviving players'' (the calcimicrobes) adopt different roles. On the contrary, the microbial communities maintained their reef-building role as before, despite the cataclysmic loss of their erstwhile partners, the stromatoporoids.
